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INDIAN REVOLUTION

(4) India is at present one of the biggest markets
for Great Britain. The industrial progress of
India therefore is against Britain’s economic
interests.

(5) India affords employment at present to young
Britishers in the army and in the civil adminis-
tration in India. But this is against India’s
interests and India wants her own children to
occupy all these posts.

(6) India is sufficiently strong and has enough re-
sources to be able to stand on her own legs
without the help or patronage of Great Britain.
In this respect the position of India is quite
different from that of the dominions.

(7) India has so long been exploited and dominated
by Britain that there is a genuine apprehension
that in the event of a political compromise
between the two countries, India will stand to
lose and Britain will stand to gain. Moreover,
India has developed an “‘inferiority complex’’ as
a result of her long servitude, and this *inferio-
rity complex’’ will remain as long as India is not
completely independent of Britain.

(8) India wants the status of a free country, with her
own flag, her own army, navy and defence force,
and with her own ambassadors in the capitals
of free countries. Without this invigorating and
life-giving freedom, Indians will never be able to
rise to the full stature of their manhood.
Independence is to india a psychological, ethical,
cultural, economic and political necessity. It is
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an essential condition of the new awakening in
India. Independence, which India aspires after
to-day, is not “Dominion Home Rule,” as we
find *in Canada or Australia, but full national
sovereignty as obtains in the United States of
America or in France.

(7) As long as India remains within the British
Empire she will not be able to safeguard the
interests of other Indians who have settled in
other parts of the Empire. The weight of Great
Britain has always been, and always will be
thrown on the side of white races—as against
the Indians. An independent India, on the other
hand, will be able to secure better treatment
for her children who have settled in different
parts of the British Empire.

It will thus be seen that the basis of a compromise
botween India and Great Britain does not exist.
Consequently, if the leaders of the Indian people dis-
regard this fundamental fact and effect a compromise
with the British Government, the arrangement will not
last. Like the “Gandhi-lrwin Fact’ of March, 1931,
It will be short-lived. The social, economic and political
forces working within India are such that no peace is
possible between India and Britain till her legitimate
wplrations are fulfilled.

The only solution of the present deadlock that is
possible is through the attainment of India’s freedom.
This Implies the defeat of the British Government in

Indln. How India can win freedom for herself, we shall
now have to consider.
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With regard to the second question—namely, the
question of the method we should adopt—| may say that
the country has already rejected the path of periodical
compromise. The support which the country gave to
the Indian National Congress was due to the fact that
the Congress promised to win Independence for India
and promised to fight on and on till this was accompli-
shed. Therefore, in determining our future policy and
and plan, we should rule out, once for all, the prospect
of periodical compromises.

The Congress hoped to win political freedom for
India by paralysing the Civil administration of the
country through non-co-operation and Civil disobedience.
It is necessary now to analyse the causes of our failure
in doing so in order that we may be more successful in
future.

The position of the British Government in India
to-day in relation to the Indian National Congress can
be compared to a well-armed and well-equipped fortress
standing in the midst of territory which has suddenly
become hostile. Now, however well-equipped a for-
tress may be it requires for its safe existence for all time
afriendly civil population living around and near it.
But even if the surrounding population become hostile,
the fortress has nothing to fear in the immediate future,
so long as the people round about it do not make an
active attempt to seize the fortress. The objective of
the Indian National Congress is to get possession of the
fortress now occupied by the British Government.
Towards this end the Congress has succeeded in winning
over the sympathy and support of the population
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living round about and near the fortress. This is the
first stage of the campaign from the Indian side. For
the next stage of the campaign, either or both of the
following steps can be taken : —

(I) A complete economic blockade of the fortress,
which will starve into submission the army
occupying the fortress.

(2) An attempt to capture the fortress by force
of arms.

In the history of war both these methods have been
tried with success. In the last great war Germany was
the victor from a military point of view, but she was
starved into submission through the economic blockade
of the Allies. This blockade was possible because
the Allies had control over the seas and over the lines
of communication leading into Germany.

In India no attempt has been made to storm the
enemy’s citadel by force of arms, as the Congress
policy has been pledged to non-violence. The economic
blockade, though attempted in a general way by the
Congress, has failed for three reasons :—

(a) All the external communications leading to India
are controlled by the Government.

(b) Owing to defective organisation inside India
the lines of communication from the seaports
to the interior and from one part of the country
to another are not controlled by the Congress,
but by the Government.

(¢) The machinery for collecting revenue—on which
depends the existence of the British Govern-
ment in India—has not be?n seriously impaired.
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There have been deficits in most provinces, no
doubt, but the Government have been able to
make up either by increased taxation or by
borrowing.

It should always be remembered that a nationalist
movement can succeed in paralysing a foreign Govern-
ment only when either or all of the following steps
are taken :—

(1) Prevention of tax and revenue collection.

(2) Adoption of measures whereby help from other
quarters—whether financial or military—may
not reach the Government in times of distress.

(3) Winning over the sympathy and support of the
present supporters of the British Government
in India—that is, of the Army, the Police and
the Civil Servants—so that orders given by the
Government for crushing the movement will not
be carried out.

(4) Actual attempt to seize power by force of arms.

The last step has to be ruled out, because the
Congress is pledged to non-violence. But it is never-
theless possible to paralyse the present administration
and compel it to submit to our demands if we can adopt
the following measures :—

(1) Prevent collection of tax and revenue.

(2) Through labour and peasant organisation prevent
all kinds of help from reaching the Government
when they are in difficulty.

(3) Win the sympathy and support of the Govern-
ment’s own supporters by means of our superior
propaganda.
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If these three measures are adopted, the Govern-
mental machinery can be thrown out of gear. In the
first place, they will have no money to meet the cost of
administration. In the second place, the orders they
may issue will not be carried out by their own officers.
And, lastly, help sent to the Government from other
quarters will not reach them.

There is no royal road to success in winning poli-
tical freedom. The above three measures have to be
adopted in part or in whole if victory is to be achieved.
The Congress has failed, simply because it has not
succeeded in giving effect satisfactorily to any of the
above three measures. The peaceful meetings, processi-
ons and demonstrations that have been held during the
last few years, in spite of the official ban, show a spirit
of defiance no doubt and also cause some annoyance to
the Government, but they do not yet menace the very
existence of the Government. In spite of all our demons-
trations and in spite of seventy thousand persons having
gone to prison since January, 1932, the Government can
still claim —

(1) That their army is quite loyal.

(2) That their police forces are quite loyal.

(3) That the Civil administration (collection of
revenue and taxes, administration of law courts
and of prisons, etc.) is still unimpaired.

(4) That the life and property of Government officials
and of their supporters are still quite safe.

And the Government can still boast that they do
not care if the general population in India to-day are
passively hostile. ‘As long as the people do not actively

3
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menace the Government and their supporters, either
with arms or through an effective economic blockade,
the present Government can continue to exist for an
indefinite period, in spite of our non-co-operation and
Civil disobedience.

During the last decade there has been an unprece-
dented awakening all over India. The placid self-compla-
cence of the people is gone. The whole country is thro-
bbing with new life and is yearning for freedom. Fear
of official frowns, of imprisonment and of baton charges
has disappeared. The prestige of the British has reached
its lowest ebb. There is no question of goodwill on the
Indian side towards the British Government. The moral
basis of British rule has been demolished, and it rests
to-day on the naked sword and on nothing else. And
India has managed to capture the imagination of the
world.

But the fact has to be faced that ‘free India" is
still a thing of the future ! The intentions of the British
Government with regard to Indian aspirations as embo-
died in the recently published White Paper show clearly
that they are not yet prepared to part with an iota of
real power. Apparently the British Government think
that they are strong enough to resist successfully the
demand of the Indian people. And if they are strong
enough to resist us, it clearly shows that the most
strenuous efforts of the Indian people since 1920 have
failed to bring us appreciably nearer to our goal of
“Swaraj."”

India therefore must resolve to launch another fight
on a bigger and more intensive scale. The intellectual
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and practical preparation for this must be scientific
and must rest on objective foundations. The intellec-
tual preparation for this task will entail the following
meaasures i —
(i) A scientific examination of the strong and weak
points of British Rule in India in relation to the
Indian people.

(ii) A scientific examination of the strong and weak
points of the Indian people in relation to British

: Rule in India.

(i) A scientific examination of the rise and fall of
empires in other parts of the world.

(iv) A scientific examination of the history of freedom
movements in other lands and a study of the
gradual evolution of freedom in all its aspects
in this world.

When this study is completed—and not till then—
shall we be able to form a conception of the magnitude
of the task that awaits us.

Our next requirement will be a party of dster-
mined men and women who will take upon themselves
the task of delivering India—no matter what the
suffering and sacrifice involved may be. Whether India
will be able to free herself and to live once again as a
free nation will depend on wtiiether she can preduce
the requisite leadership. Her ability to produce the
requisite leadership will be the test of her vitality and
of her fitness for “Swaraj.”’

Our next requirement will be a scientific plan of
actlon and a scientific programme for the future. The
method of action beginning from to-day and right up
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to the conquest of power will have to be visualised
and planned out in detail as far as humanly possible.
The movement of the future must therefore be made
to rest on an objective and scientific foundation in
keeping with the facts of history and of human nature.
Hitherto, too much appeal has been made to “inner
light™ and to subjective feeling in guiding a political
campaign which is after all an objective movement.

Besides a plan of action which will lead up to the
conquest of power, we shall require a programme for
the new state when it comes into existence in India,
Nothing can be left to chance. The group of men and
women who will assume the leadership of the fight with
Great Britain will also have to take up the task of con-
trolling, guiding and developing the new state and,
through the state, the entire Indian people. If our
leaders are not trained for post-war leadership also
there is every possibility that after the conquest of
power a period of chaos will set in and incidents similar
to those of the French Revolution of the 18th century
may be repeated in India. It should therefore be clear
that the generals of the war-time period in India will
have to carry through the whole programme of post-war
reform in order to justify to their countrymen the hopes
and aspirations that they will have to rouse during the
fight. The task of these leaders will not be over till a
new generation of men and women are educated and
trained after the establishment of the new state and this .
new generation are able to take complete charge of
their country’s affairs. .
The party of the future will have to part company
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with the erstwhile leaders of the Indian people, because
there Is no possibility that the latter will be able to
udopt the principles, programme, policy and tactics that
will be required for the next phase of the grim fight
with Great Britain. Rarely in history—if ever at all—
do we find the leaders of one epoch figuring as the
leaders of the next. And it is no discredit to them if
they fail. The times always produce the required men,
and this will happen in India also.

The new party will have to play the role of the
fighters and leaders in the *‘national’’ campaign against
Great Britain and also the role of the architects of new
Indla, who will be called upon to undertake the work of
post-war social reconstruction. The Indian movement
will have two phases. In the first phase the fight will be
a “national” fight against Great Britain—though the
leadership will be in the hands of the ‘“party of the
people'’ representing Indian latour and inter-class fight
under the leadership of the same party, and during this
phase of the campaign—all privileges, distinctions and
vested interests will have to be abolished, so that a reign
of perfect equality (social, economic and political) may
be established in our country. India will be called upon
to play an important role in world-history in the near
future. We all know that in~the seventeenth century
England made a remarkable contribution to world-
clvilisation through her ideas of constitutional and
democratic Government. Similarly, in the eighteenth
century, France made the most wonderful contribution
to the culture of the world through her ideas of
“liberty, equality and fraternity.”” During the nine-





