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teenth century Germany made the most remarkable
gift through her Marxian Philosophy.  During the
twentieth century Russia has enriched the culture and
civilisation of the world through her achievement in
proletarian revolution, proletarian Government and
proletarian culture. The next remarkable contribution
to the culture and civilisation of the world, India will be
called upon to make.

It is sometimes urged by our British friends that
the British public have an open mind on the Indian
question and that we would gain much if we could win
their sympathy by means of our propaganda. |do not,
however, think that the Eritish public have an open
mind on thke Indian question—it is not humanly
possible. In India, administration and exploitation go
hand in hand, and it is not exploitation by a group of
British capitalists and financiers, but the exploitation
of India by Great Britain as a whole. The British capital
that has been invested in India has not come from the
upper classes alone, but also from the middle classes,
and probably to some extent from the poorer classes
as well. Further, even the working classes of Great
Britain cannot afford to see the Indian textile Industry
thrive at the expense of Lancashire. That is why India
has not been made a party question by the great
political parties in Great Britain. That is why the
policy of brutal repression and persecution was conti-
nued in India even when there was a Labour Govern-
ment in power in London. | know that there are indi-
vidual members in the Labour Party who rise above
selfish cosideration and who are sincere in their desire
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to do justice to India. But however much we may
admire them and however cordial our personal relations
with them may be, the fact remains that they are not
In a position to influence party decisions. And, judging
from our past experience, we may say that we cannot
expect any improvement in the Indian situation through
a change of Government in Downing Street,

Since politics and economics are inextricably bound
up together in India—and since British Rule in India
exists not only for political domination but also for
economic exploitation—it follows that political freedom
Is primarily an economic necessity to us. The problem
of giving bread to our starving millions—the problem
of clothing and educating them—the problem of impro-
ving the health and physique of the nation~—all.the.f.e
problems cannot be solved so long as India remal-ns in
bondage. To think of economic improvement and indus-
trial development before India is-free politically, is to
put the cart before the horse. We are frequently
asked as to what will be the internal condition of
India when British Rule disappears from our country.
I'hanks to British propaganda, India has been portrayed
before the world as a country full of internal conflicts
In which peace has been preserved by the might of
England. India certainly had- her internal conflicts in
the past, as every other country has. But these con-
flicts were solved by the people themselves., That is
why Indian history from the most ancient times abounds
In instances of mighty empires like that of Asoka
the Great, under the =zgis of which peace and pros-
perity reigned throughout the land. But the conflicts
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of to-day are permanent in character and they are
artificially engineered by the agents of the third party
in the country. And | have no doubt in my mind that
real unity among the Indian people can never be achie-
ved as long as British Rule exists in India.

Though we cannot expect anything from any poli-
tical party in England, it is exceedingly important and
necessary for our purpose that we should organise
international propaganda on behalf of India. This propa~
ganda must be both positive and negative. On the
negative side we must refute the lies that are told
about India consciously or unconsciously by the agents
of Great Britain throughout the world. On the positive
side we must bring to the notice of the world the rich
culture of India in all its aspects as well as India’s mani-
fold grievances. It goes without saying that London
must be an important centre for this international
propaganda. It is to be regretted that till quite recently
the Indizn National Congress did not realise the value
and the necessity of international propaganda. But
we now hope that our countrymen in the days to come
will realise in an increasing degree the value of
international propaganda.

There is probably nothing which | admire so much
about the Britisher as his skill in propaganda. A
Britisher is a born propagandist, and to him propaganda
is more powerful than howitzers. There is one other
country in Europe which has learnt this lesson from
Britain, and that is Russia. And it is not surprising that
Britain cordially dislikes Russia and is even afraid of her
for having discovered the secret of her (Britain’s) success.
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There is so much of hostile propaganda carried on
in this world against India by British agents that if only
we could state the real condition of India and her
grievances against Britain—we would at once get a large
measure of international sympathy. | will now mention
some of the points in connection with which active
propaganda is necesary throughout the world :—

(1) Nli-treatment of political prisoners in India and
the transportation of long-term  political
prisoners to the unhealthy Andaman Islands,
where recently two of them have died as a
result of hunger-strike.

(2) Extreme vindictivensss displayed by the
Government in the matter of issuing passports
to Indians. (It is not known outside India
that innumerable Indians have been refused
passports for going out of India, while Indians
living abroad have been refused passports for
returning to India.)

(3) The systematic practice of aeroplane bombing
in India, particularly in the North-Western
Frontier, for terrorising helpless villagers.

(4) The strangling of India’s indigenous Industries
—including the shipbuilding industry—by Great
Britain during her rule in India.

(5) The popular and widespread opposition in India
to any scheme of Imperiai Preference, including
the Ottawa Pact. (The world should be informed
that india never accepted the Ottawa Pact, but
that it was forced down our unwilling throats,)

(6) The popular opposition in India to any proposal
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for a tariff truce, since India urgently wants pro-
tection for her infant industries.

(7) The fixing of the exchange rate arbitrarily by
England in a manner that is prejudicial to India’s
interests. The world should know how Great
Britain has robbed India of crores of rupees
merely through the manipulation of the exchange
rate.

(8) Further, the world should be told that Great
Britain has saddled India with a heavy public debt
for which Indian nationalists refuse to accept any
responsibility. As early as in 1922 the Indian
National Congress as its Gaya session gave notice
to the Government that it would refuse to accept
any responsibility for this public debt. Itisa
matter of common knowledge that the debt was
incurred not for India’s benefit, but for the inter-
ests of British imperialists.

It is exceedingly important and necessary that some
propaganda should be conducted on behalf of India for
the World Economic Conference and the Disarmament
Conference. A carefully prepared memorandum stating
the economic grievances of India against Great Britain
and giving expression to the real voice of India on
economic questions should be placed before every
member of the World Economic Conference.

With regard to the Disarmament question, India
should tell the world that British sincerity should be
put to the test by making India a test case. In a land
where the people have been disarmed for nearly 80
years, where the entire population is altogether emas-
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culated, what justification is there for spending more
than 50 per cent. of the central revenues over military
uxpenditure ?

| feel sure that if all the facts in this connection are
brought to the notice of the world, there will be an
unanswerable case against England.

Whenever the question of India is brought up
before a World Congress or a World Conference the
usual plea raised by the protagonists of Great Britain is
that India is a domestic question so far as the British
Fmpire is concerned. This is a position which Indians
should refuse to accept any longer. If India is a member
of the League of Nations, surely she is a nation and has
all the rights and privileges of a nation. | know that
we shall have to fight hard and fight strenuously before
we can alter the present status of India in international
affairs. Nevertheless it is imperative that the attempt
should begin without delay.

It is not necessary for me to go into a detailed
consideration of the contents of the White Paper, as
they do not deserve such an examination. | shall only
say that the proposal of Federation with the Princes is
an impossible and unacceptable proposition. We shall
certainly work for the unification of the whole of India—
for a federation of the Indian people. But we cannot
accept the present proposal of substituting the Princes
for the present official bloc in the Legislatures, in order
to satisfy the whims of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald or of
Lord Sankey. And it is futile to talk of “freedom’’ and
vgafeguards” in the same breath. If we are to have
freedom there can be no safeguards, for freedom itself
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is the only safeguard that we can have. To talk of
“safeguards in the interest of India’ is but a species of
self-deception.

It is not possible to say to-day when we shall get
a constitution which will give some substantial power to
the people. But there can be no doubt that when we
do get that power the people will insist on having the
right to bear arms. They also will say to the world,
and particulary to the British Government : “Disarm,
or we shall arm.”  While voluntary disarming is a great
blessing to this sorrow-stricken world, the forcible
disarming of a conquered people for nearly 80 years,
as we see in India, is one of the greatest of curses,
And the much-vaunted Pax Britannica which we see in
India is not the peace of a healthy life, but peace of the
graveyard.

| have already referred to the dual role which the
new party will be called upon to play if it is to justify
its existence. In order to be able to seize political
power and thereafter use it for the creation of a new
social order, it is necessary that our people should
be trained for the task from to-day. | have no doubt
in my own mind that in solving the problems of our
national life, when India is free, original thought and
fresh experiment will be necessary, if we are to achieve
success. The experience of the older generation and
of the teachers of the past will not be of much avail,
The socio-economic conditions of free India will be
altogether different from what prevails now. In industry,
agriculture, land-tenure, money, exchange, currency,
education, prison administration, public health, etc.,
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new theories and novel experiments will have to b.e
dovised. We know, for example, that in Soviet Russia
4 new scheme of national (or political) economy has
bean evolved in keeping with the facts and conditions
of the land. The same thing will happen to India.
Iy solving our economic problem, Pigon and Marshall
will not be of much help. i
Already in Europe and in England old theories in
wvory department of life are being challenged and new
theories are taking their places. As an instance, let
me mention the new theory of Free Money, evolve:d
by Silvio Gesell, which has been put into operation in
4 small community in Germany and proved th'or'ough'[y
witisfactory. The same thing will happen in India.
Free India will not be a land of capitalists, landlords
and castes. Free India will be a social and a political
democracy. The problems of free India will be quiFe
different from those of present-day India, and it will
therefore be necessary to train men from to-day who
wlll be able to visualise the future, to think in terms
of free India and solve those problems in anticipation.
In short, it will be necessary to educate and train from
to-day the future cabinet of free India. AN
Every great movement starts from small beginnings,
and so it will be in India. Our first task will be to
gather together a group of men and women who are
prepared to undergo the maximum sacrifice a_nd suffer-
Ing which will be necessary if we are to attain success
In our mission. They must be whole-time workers—
vFreedom-intoxicated’’ missionaries—who will not be
discouraged by failure or deterred by difficulty of any
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kind and who will vow to work and strive in the
service of the great cause till the last day of their
lives.

When these “morally prepared” men and women
are available they must be given the requisite intellec-
tual training so that they may be able to realise the
magnitude of their task. They will have to make a
scientific and critical study of the freedom movements
in other lands, so that they may understand how similar
problems have been solved in other countries, in spite
of similar difficulties. Side by side with this they must
also make a scientific and critical study of the rise and
fall of empires in other ages and climes. Armed with
this knowledge, they should proceed to make a
scientific examination of the strong and weak points
of the British Government in India in relation to the
Indian people and a similar scientific examination of the
strong and weak points of the Indian people in relation
to the British Government.

When this intellectual training is completed we
shall have a clear notion of the plan of action that will
be necessary for the conquest of power and also of the
programme that should be put into operation when the
new state is brought into existence after the seizure
of power. It is thus evident that we want a party of
determined men and women who have consecrated their
life to the great cause, who have had the necessary
intellectual training and who have formed a clear
conception of the work they will have to do before
the conquest of power and thereafter.

It will be the task of this party to deliver India
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from foreign yoke. It will be the task of this party
to create a new, independent and sovereign state in
India. It wili be the task of this party to execute the
entire programme of post-war socio-economic recons-
truction. It will be the task of this party to create
a new generation of men and women in India fully
trained and equipped for the battle of life. Last, but
not least, it will be the task of this party to lead India
on to her honoured place among the free nations of
the world.

Let this party be called the SAMYAVADI SANGH.
It will be a centralised and well-disciplined All-India
Party—working amongst every section of the commu-
nity. This party will have its representatives working
in the Indian National Congress, in the All-India Trade
Union Congress, in the Peasants’ organisation in the
women’s organisations, in the youth organisations, in
the student organisations, in the depressed classes’
organisations, and, if necessary in the interests
of the great cause, in the sectarian or communal organi-
sations as well. The different branches of the party
working in different spheres and in different places must
be under the control and guidance of the central
committee of the party.

This party will work in co®operation with any other
party that may be working towards the same end, in
whole or in part. It will not bear enmity towards any
individual or party, but at the same time it will look
upon itself as spacially called upon to play the role in
history that has been described above,

In addition to the activities of the SAMYAVADI
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SANGH that we have described above, branches of the
SANGH should be started all over the country for
carrying on a general propaganda about the ideals, aims
and objects of the new party. The SAMYAVADI
SANGH will stand for allround freedom for the Indian
people—that is for social, economic and political
freedom. It will wage a relentless war against bondage
of every kind till the people can become really free.
It will stand for political independence for India. so that
a new state can be created in free India on the basis
of the eternal principles of justice, equality and
freedom. It will stand for the ultimate fulfilment of
India’s mission, so that India may be able to deliver

to the world the message that has been her heritage
through the past ages.*

*Presidential address at the Third Indian Political Conference,
London 1933

Forward Bloc—Its Justification

| This thesis was written by N etaji in Kabul in
February-March 1941 during his secret
Sojourn there en route to Europe.—Ed. ]

 The evolution of a Movement is analogous to that
of a tree. It grows from within and at every
stage it throws out new branches, so that tfherE
may be ever increasing progress. When no resd
branches sprou forth, the Movement may be presume
to be in a process of decay or death.

While every Movement draws its sustenance frlom
the soil from which it springs, it also assimilates nourish-
ment coming from outside—from the atmosphere,
gnvironment, etc. Internal sustenance and external
nourishment are both necessary for a living Moven?ent.

When the main stream of a Movement begins to
sagnate, but there is still vitality in the Mover:ent a2
whole a Left Wing invariably appears. The mham
function of the Left Wing is to stimulate progress w enf
there Is danger of it being arrested. The appearance od
i Left Wing is followed by a conflict betwc.:en kol
the maln stream, which now becomes the Right W.mg.
This conflict is a temporary phase anc-l th_rough I|1; da
higher stage is reached, when the conflict is resolved.
The solution of the conflict takes place through som;.'
sort of agreement or adjustment, whereby the Left
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